COVID-19 STORYTELLING PROJECTS
Where Art meets Public Health

An innovative approach to understanding the needs of
our Black and Native American Communities
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Background

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the worsening disparities faced by Black
and Native Americans, evidenced in Vermont by the disproportional rates of
infection and hospitalization as compared to white non-Hispanic Vermonters.

We needed more data to better understand the needs and perceptions on what
will improve vaccination access and uptake among these communities.

We understood that in order to build trust with minoritized communities, we
needed to acknowledge past harms and the ripple effects reverberating today.
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https://blackcoalitionagainstcovid.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-Report-State-of-Black-America-and-COVID-19-A-Two-Year-Assessment-3292022.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6949a3.htm?s_cid=mm6949a3_w
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Weekly-Data-Summary-5-21-2021.pdf

Organizations Identified

Clemmons Family Farm

An African American-led Vermont nonprofit
organization working in collaboration with a
growing network of Vermont's artists and
culture bearers of African descent to mobilize
the arts for community well-being.

| The Clerhx‘lmonsf:Famil Farm
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Vermont Abenaki Artists Association

An Abenaki-led organization working to support
and promote awareness of state-recognized
Abenaki artists and their art by presenting
public programs, cultural events, and museum
exhibitions that educate and increase public
understanding of Abenaki art andculture.

VERMONT ABENAKI ARTISTS ASSOCIATION
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Storytelling Project Goals

* Understand community needs and perceptions to help improve
services and increase vaccination uptake to level the disparities

* Provide safe, culturally and linguistically affirming spaces for
sharing stories

* Develop more insights on how race affects attitudes, perceptions
and interactions both from providers and the impacted community

* Develop trustworthy relationships with Black and of African descent
and Abenaki, Native American and Indigenous Peoples in our
community
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Beneath Our Skin Storytelling Project Phases

PART 1

Design and test
protocol and
prompts

What'’s Your Story?

1you are a Black Vermonter who s fully vaccinated,

partally vaccnated, o no at o vaccnated agunst
COVI 1, we want to hear your sory
CALL 219 MY STORY
— i3

Gather arts-

integrated

stories:

e Small
groups

« Storytelling

hotline

PART 3

Develop
codebook

Analyze stories

Vermont Departmentof Health | Clemmons FamilyFarm | VermontAbenaki Artists Association

Final Interim Report:
The COVID-19 Vaccination St

BENEATH OUR SKIN

Interim report
Launch
BeneathOurSkin

.0rg webpsite

Press release

PART 5

Gather arts-

integrated

stories:

e /Zoom calls

 (Calltothe
VAADAN

(Vermont African-
American/African
Diaspora Artists
Network)

PART 6
Report
Recommend

Share




Abenakli Storytelling Project Phases
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PART 1 PART 2 PART 3 PART 4

|dentify Develop Test protocols Analyze

partners methodology and revise
Interpret

Recruit team Train team Community
gatherings

Call to artists
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PART 5

Online
Exhibition

Traveling
Exhibition

PART 6

Report
Recommend

Share




Storytelling Websites

Beneath Our Skin Storytelling Project
BeneathOurSkin.org

healthvermont.gov/beneath-our-skin-
storytelling-project

Collections About

Artist Harlan Mack's Story Artist J's Story and Spoken Word Poem Artist Khonsu X's Story

Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe...

Clemmons Family Farm, Inc

wn  Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe...

Clemmons Family Farm, Inc

wn  Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe...

Clemmons Family Farm, Inc

Artist William Forchion's Story

Artist Rage Hezekiah's Story Artist Travon Grove's Story

Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe....

Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe... w  Beneath Our Skin: VAAADAN Membe. .. -
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Abenaki Storytelling Project
abenakiart.org/blog9/about-the- storytelling-

project

Beyond Tradition

Vermont Abenaki Artists Association

ABOUT THE STORYTELLING PROJECT

Share Your Story!

*If you are over 18 years old, and have an email address, you may be eligible to take part in this COVID-19 storytefling project.

The Abenaki Storytelling Project is a community-based art project that supports Native American strength and re-
siliency. Over the past several years, the Vermont Abenaki Artists Association has sponsored several exhibits to pro-
mote the constantly evolving story of the lives of the Abenaki in N'Dakinna (our homeland). We utilize Native American
arts and storytelling to uplift regional Abenaki voices and perspectives in museum exhibitions, programs. and cultural
heritage events. When people see themselves reflected in exhibitions, artwork, and programs it is good for the health
and wellness of their community by giving them a voice. which helps them know that their history, culture, and memo-
ries are important; they are not alone, especially during a time such as the recent pandemic


https://beneathourskin.org/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/about/vision/beneath-our-skin-storytelling-project
https://abenakiart.org/blog9/about-the-storytelling-project/
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Contact Us

Learn more and engage with us

Vermont Health Department Ruth.Steinmetz@vermont.gov

Clemmons Family Farm Lydia@clemmonsfamilyfarm.org
Vermont Abenaki Artists Association Vera.Sheehan@abenakiart.org

Vermont Departmentof Health | Clemmons FamilyFarm | Vermont Abenaki Artists Association


mailto:Ruth.Steinmetz@vermont.gov
mailto:Lydia@clemmonsfamilyfarm.org
mailto:Vera.Sheehan@abenakiart.org

